
City of Tekoa

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday, January 23, 2023
I. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Roy Schulz called the meeting to order at 7:04 P.M.  Council members present at the meeting were Mary LaSalle, Dave Tysz, Shelly Ausmus, Mike Hale, B.J. Sperber and Pete Martin.  Clerk/Treasurer Eliza Evans-Teague was present, as well as additional attendees Duane Groom, Taylor and Kelsey Mishalanie, Steve Haxton, Mike Ausmus 
*In following paragraphs, Councilperson will be abbreviated as: “C.”

II. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE: Mayor Roy Schulz led the attendees in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
III.
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: 

A. COMMUNITY GROUP UPDATES:  None.
B. TAYLOR AND KELSEY MISHALANIE:  Taylor and Kelsey Mischalanie spoke to the issue of having a Tekoa Care Center resident enter Carol Sturman’s home at 3 A.M. on Monday morning.  On Wednesday they sat down with the Tekoa Care Center administration who take no responsibility for the individuals they are bringing into the community.  The Mishalanies and Carol Sturman expressed concern that this issue could happen with one of the young, troubled adult males at the Care Center, instead of the older woman who entered Carol’s home.  The Tekoa Care Center refused to take any additional measures to ensure the safety of the community.  In addition, there are residents smoking marijuana outside of the Tekoa Care Center boundaries because the owner of the Care Center told the residents not to use the drugs on the Tekoa Care Center property.  This past Friday there was an additional incident where a male, who didn’t appear to be in his right mind, was knocking on Carol Sturman’s door.   The Mishalanies spoke for themselves and Carol Sturman that they are afraid in their homes and they are having to live behind closed, locked doors.  C. Tysz spoke to the issue of having the current designation at the Tekoa Care Center and that the next step is to complain to the regulating body (i.e. DSHS or the Dept. of Health), and to our legislators.  There was discussion re: the complexity of the issue and the difficulty of addressing the issue and several specific instances were brought up.  C. Hale brought up some strategies for contacting the same legislators, having one spokesperson for Tekoa and keeping records of the issues.  It was also suggested to have this be a town hall meeting issue.  Mayor Schulz asked Kelsey to keep track of these issues.  Eliza Evans-Teague will research the zoning requirements for this part of town to see if the zoning still fits now that the designation for the facility has changed.  C. Martin and Mayor Schulz will both call Rep. Schmick.  
IV.   
CORRESPONDENCE:  Eliza Evans-Teague read the letter from Denise Keegan re: her building and the route they are taking to work with the building inspector.
V.    
OLD BUSINESS:  

A. DENISE KEEGAN BUILDING UPDATE:  Steve Haxton updated the council that he has not been able to fully investigate the issue at this time.  Eliza Evans-Teague will send him the code re: the issue at hand.
VI.
NEW BUSINESS:  
A. CLARIFICATION OF WATER SAMPLING: Duane Groom clarified the schedule and process for the water and sewer sampling and how the city employees generally coordinate duties as is appropriate in the delivery of the water samples to the lab.  He explained the chain of custody. There was discussion about the different ways of sending samples up.
B. ORDINANCE 882 RE: CEMETERY:  There was discussion about the proposed ordinance amendment.  C. Ausmus moved to approve Ordinance 882.  C. Sperber seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
C. ORDINANCE 881 RE:  SNOW REMOVAL/SIDEWALKS:  There was discussion about the proposed ordinance.  C. Ausmus expressed that she would like to wait until the next meeting to approve the ordinance.  There was continued discussion.  Dave Tysz moved to accept the proposed ordinance.   C. Hale seconded.  C. Ausmus said she would like to have a longer time to consider the ordinance.  The motion failed unanimously.
D. PAYMENT REQUEST #3, Influent Lift Station:  There was discussion re: the payment request. C. Sperber moved to approve the payment request. C. Tysz seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
E. LIFEFLIGHT COVERAGE:  C. Hale spoke about the possibility of the city covering the employee’s membership.  Mayor Schulz asked C. LaSalle to research how many of the firefighters are covered.   
F. SALARY/COMPENSATION DISCUSSION/EXECUTIVE SESSION: Mayor Schulz called Executive Session at 8:33pm and they will stay in session until 9:00 P.M. Executive session was extended until 9:50 PM.
VII.
REPORTS:

A. MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Schulz reported that he and C. Hale met with a representative from Union Pacific.  The representative said there were some “hot spots” that would not work with residential housing, but would possibly work with commercial or industrial zoning for future propositions.  Mayor Schulz has also met with the administrator up at the Tekoa Care Center a couple of times in the last week.  He was not encouraged by the response of the administrators.  The Tekoa Care Center is, however, attempting to watch residents more after 10 P.M.
B. CLERK/TREASURER REPORT:  The new windows are installed in the Library, so the .09 Grant is nearly finished.  EV Charging Station is OK’d by Avista for down the street from the library.
C. COUNCIL REPORTS: C. Hale updated the council on where he is in communication with the Port of Whitman and the engineering firm re: the airport.  C. Sperber mentioned that some of the pilots would like to have a mower to use out there.  They really like the grass runway (the asphalt runway is still there).  C. Sperber brought up the issues with the stop on the gas pump; can that be changed?  C. Martin should be able to let the council know soon about what is going on at the trailhead re: improvements.  C. Tysz asked about the standpipe at the burn pile.  Eliza Evans-Teague asked if he knew where the shut-off is, as that has been an impediment to progress.  C. Tysz said it is within a 3- or 4- foot radius of the pipe.      

D.  COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: None.
VIII.
CONSENT AGENDA:  
A.  JANUARY 9, 2023, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: C. Sperber moved to accept the January 9, 2023, council meeting minutes.  C. LaSalle seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

B.  APPROVE BILLS FOR PAYMENT:  C. Sperber moved to pay EFT payroll checks and check numbers 16322-16378 in the amount of $59,312.42.   C. LaSalle seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
IX. 
ADJOURNMENT:  C. Sperber moved to adjourn the meeting.  C. LaSalle seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Schulz adjourned the meeting at 10:17 P.M.   
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