
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
ORDINANCE NO. 827

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TEKOA, WASHINGTON, adopting Tekoa Municipal Code Chapter 8.06, thereby regulating the keeping of large and small animals within the City of Tekoa, and providing remedies for the violation thereof.


The City Council of the City of Tekoa, Washington, do ordain as follows:

Section 1.  There is hereby adopted as Tekoa Municipal Code Chapter 8.06 the following:

“CHAPTER 8.06


KEEPING OF LARGE AND SMALL ANIMALS

Sections:
8.06.010 - General 

8.06.020 - Definitions

8.06.030 - Large Animal Units - Maximum Number - Standard of Care

8.06.040 - Medium Animal Units -Maximum Number -Standard of Care

8.06.050 - Small Animal Units - Maximum Number - Standard of Care

8.06.060 - Potbellied Pigs - Maximum Number

8.06.070 – Roosters – Maximum Number

8.06.080 - Dogs

8.06.090 - Cats - Maximum Number - Standard of Care

8.06.100 - Complaints - Committee - Remedies upon Violation of                            Chapter

8.06.010 - General.  It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or harbor any large or small animal within the City of Tekoa except as may be provided in this Chapter.

8.06.020 - Definitions. For the purposes of this Chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

A. 

Large animals shall include, without limitation, horses, donkeys, mules, bovine (including heifers). 

B.  

Medium animals shall include, without limitation, goats, sheep, llamas, and alpacas.

C. 

Small animals shall include, without limitation, domestic cats, dogs, rabbits, chickens, pigeons, peacocks, game hens, guinea fowl, ducks and geese and other fowl, and pot-bellied pigs.

D. 

A large animal unit shall mean two horses, donkeys, mules, or bovine (including heifers), or a combination thereof not exceeding the total number of individual large animals constituting a single large animal unit.

E.  

A medium animal unit shall mean four goats, sheep, llamas or alpacas, or a combination thereof not exceeding the total number of individual medium animals constituting a single medium animal unit.
F. 

A small animal unit shall mean ten chickens, or six rabbits, or four pigeons, peacocks, game hens, guinea-fowl, ducks, geese or other fowl, or a combination thereof not exceeding the total number of small animals constituting a single small animal unit. Dogs and cats shall not constitute part of a small animal unit.

8.06.030 – Large Animal Units - Maximum Number - Standard of Care. 

A.
One half of one contiguous acre of fenced, grassed pasture area shall be required for up to one-half of a large animal unit (e.g., one-half acre for one horse, or one-half acre for two goats, etc.), and a full, contiguous area of one acre or more of fenced, grassed pasture area shall be required for each complete large animal unit (e.g., one acre for two horses, or one acre for two horses and two sheep, etc.) All fenced pasture areas must set back at least 20 feet from adjacent property lines, and 100 feet from the nearest occupied residence.

B.
All large animals kept or harbored within the City of Tekoa must have continuous access to clean, potable drinking water and dry shelter from the elements. All fenced pasture and shelter areas must be kept in a clean, sanitary condition, and all large animals confined therein must be properly fed and cared for.

8.06.040 - Medium Animal Units-Maximum Number -Standard of Care.

A.
One half of one contiguous acre of fenced, grassed pasture area shall be required for up to one-half of a medium animal unit (one-half acre for two goats, etc.), and a full, contiguous area of one acre or more of fenced, grassed pasture area shall be required for each complete medium animal unit. All fenced pasture areas must set back at least 20 feet from adjacent property lines, and 100 feet from the nearest occupied residence.

B.
All medium animals kept or harbored within the City of Tekoa must have continuous access to clean, potable drinking water and dry shelter from the elements. All fenced pasture and shelter areas must be kept in a clean, sanitary condition, and all large animals confined therein must be properly fed and cared for.

8.06.050 – Small Animal Units - Maximum Number - Standard of Care.
A.
There shall be a maximum of one small animal unit kept or harbored per residence within the City of Tekoa.

B.
All small animals kept or harbored within the City of Tekoa (excepting as otherwise provided below with respect to potbellied pigs, dogs and cats) must be kept within a clean, sanitary enclosure, properly fed and cared for, and must have continuous access to clean, potable water and dry shelter from the elements.

8.06.060 – Potbellied Pigs - Maximum Number. All potbellied pigs must be kept primarily indoors, in a residence. Only one potbellied pig per 1,500 square feet of floor space may be kept in a residence, up to a maximum of two potbellied pigs.

8.06.070 – Roosters – Maximum Number.  Roosters shall be limited to

one per property within city limits and shall be considered in the 

overall small animal unit. In the rare event that a hen transitions into a 

rooster, the owner will be allowed to keep the animal, unless a nuisance

is created. A nuisance will be considered any additional noise or 

disturbance reported by neighboring properties. Once the hen-to-rooster 

has been declared a nuisance, the owner will have 30 (thirty) days to 

remove the animal from the property.
8.06.080 - Dogs. The maximum number of dogs kept or harbored within the City of Tekoa, and regulations regarding the keeping and care of dogs, shall be as provided in Tekoa Municipal Code Chapter 8.08.

8.06.090 - Cats - Maximum Number - Standard of Care. 

A.
There shall be no limit on the number of cats per residence kept within a residence, provided, such cats do not constitute a significant health hazard to themselves or persons residing therein. there shall be a maximum of four cats per residence within the City of Tekoa which are kept primarily outdoors, excepting there shall be no limit of the number of kittens up to the age of nine months, provided such kittens do not constitute a significant hazard to themselves or persons residing on the property where they are kept.

B.
All cats must be provided with clean, dry shelter from the elements, and have continuous access to clean, potable water. All cats must be well fed and cared for.

8.06.100 – Complaints - Committee - Remedies upon Violation of Chapter.

A.
Upon receipt of a written complaint delivered to the City Clerk from a resident of the City of Tekoa that one or more large or small animals are being kept or harbored within the City in apparent violation of this Chapter, a committee shall be appointed to consider the complaint. The committee shall consist of five members who are electors within the City of Tekoa. Three of the committee members shall be appointed by the City Council, one shall be appointed by the complainant, and one shall be appointed by the owner or keeper of the animals which are the subject of the complaint. Neither the complainant nor the owner or keeper of the animals shall be members of the committee. In addition to any other factors which the committee members may choose to consider, they shall consider the following factors when considering the complaint:

< 


the severity of any adverse condition(s) to which the subject animals may be subjected;

< 


the severity of any odors alleged in the complaint; and

< 


the level of any noise which may be alleged in the complaint.

B.
If, upon due consideration of a complaint as described above, the majority of the committee finds that the subject animals are being kept or harbored in violation of this Chapter, the committee shall direct in writing the owner or keeper of the animals to take such action or actions as may be prescribed by the committee to cure the violation within fifteen days.

C.
If the owner or keeper of the subject animals fails to sure a violation of this Chapter as directed in writing by the committee, the City, acting through the City code enforcement officer or law enforcement official, may:


1. 
Require the removal of the animals from the City within a time period specified in writing, delivered to the owner or keeper of the subject animals; and/or

2. 
Issue a Notice of Infraction to the owner or keeper of the subject animals.

In addition, or exclusive of the above described actions, the City may pursue such action as it may deem reasonable to obtain a Court order or judgment enjoining the keeping or harboring of any animals on the property where the subject animals are kept, and/or enjoining the owner or keeper of the animals from keeping or harboring any large or small animals within the City of Tekoa.

D. 

Upon conviction by a Court of the violation of any part of this Chapter, the violator shall be subject to a fine of not more than $500.00 per offense. No part of the fine shall be subject to deferral or suspension, and each day a violation shall continue shall be considered a separate offense.”


Section 2. If any part of this ordinance is declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such decision shall not affect the remaining parts of this ordinance. 
Section 3.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect five days after it or a summary thereof, has been published in the official newspaper of the City of Tekoa as required by law.


PASSED by the City Council of the City of Tekoa at a regular meeting of the Council held on this             day of                   , 2016.







APPROVED:







__________________________________







John Jaeger, Mayor







ATTEST:







____________________________________







Kynda Browning, Clerk/Treasurer

 







Approved as to form:

____________________________________
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