  AUGUST 2020 Newsletter
BURN BAN

The burn ban for Tekoa started on July 21, 2020. Burning in chimineas is allowed but all other outdoor burning is banned until further notice.

Tekoa Library Happenings for August: 
The Tekoa Library is extremely anxious to open library doors and serve you directly. Unfortunately, we are required to wait for state guidelines that have yet to be announced. In the meantime, we provide 24/7 Wi-Fi that reaches to the curb outside the library. Also, materials can be ordered online or by calling the library for curbside pickup or direct mailing to your home. The drop box is open for returns! Other great resources can be found on the Tekoa Library Facebook Page and the website: www.whitco.lib.wa.us.  Call Shelly at 509-284-5657.  She is happy to browse for books for you.  Also, call if you are new to Tekoa and would like to get a library card. 
Local Photo Contest!

The Tekoa Library, Chase Photography, and the Tekoa Chamber of Commerce have joined forces to host a local photography contest. Tekoa residents of ALL AGES are invited to enter photos in the following categories. 
(Limit, 2 photos per category per person): 
1). COVID Life 2020; 2). My Family 2020; 3). My Town 2020; 4). Nature 2020; 5). Farm Life 2020. 
We are only accepting DIGITAL entries this time (sorry!).  Email photos (no larger than 8MB) to chasephotographytekoa@gmail.com 
All entries are due by Aug. 10th. Winners will be announced Aug. 31st. Submissions will be posted on FB for voting purposes and will also be displayed at Chase Photography.  Contact Shelly at the Tekoa Library, 284-5657: or Sara at Chase Photography, 284-2109.

HEALTHY Tekoa News: 
     -Get connected with HEALTHY Tekoa in person, social-
distance style, Tuesday, August 11, at 10 a.m. at Ruhl Park. Find out how we

continue to support youth and families during this time and in fall, as students return to school.

     -Parents and caregivers have a significant influence in their children’s decisions

to experiment with alcohol and other drugs. Set clear family rules and consequences, keep alcohol and marijuana locked away, and make sure they know you’re always there when they need you. For tips on talking to your kids about the dangers of drinking alcohol and using other drugs at a young age, check out StartTalkingNow.org and Start Talking Now on Facebook.
Trip Hazards on Sidewalks

The city’s insurance company asked the city to mark all the trip hazards (sections of sidewalk with a lift more than ¼ inch high or which are broken) on our sidewalks.  Earlier this spring, we did just that.  We spray painted the sidewalk or broken section of sidewalk, so people could see them, and hopefully avoid tripping.  We also made a map of them, ranking each section, so we know the worst sections that need to be replaced first. Because of some comments we received, this information has been added to this newsletter, so you will know why the sidewalks were marked.  If you have questions, please call city hall.
Message from The Feeding Station
We are sad to announce that The Feeding Station will be closing permanently on Friday, August 28, 2020. We have enjoyed 14 ½ years, but the time has come. We would like to thank our wonderful customers for continued support. Please know that this has been a difficult decision because of the great friendships and extended family we have come to love. -Nita & Shawn
Latah Town Maintenance Position Open – If interested please call (509) 286-3471
Messages from the Mayor~ 
Happy August!  It’s warm!  It’s supposed to be 93 degrees tomorrow.  Maybe the tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, strawberries and sugar snap peas will finally take off.  The raspberries are a different story this year.  Holy cow, they’re overtaking the yard, and I am sure we’ve put at least 3 gallons of berries in the freezer.  Incredible.

Anyway, I hope you and yours are hanging in there.  We spent some time in the woods this month which was a much-needed respite from all the craziness going on in the world today.

What you need to know this month:

· You will see the Street Levy again for 2021 on November’s ballot.  This year, the city council has added sidewalks to that levy verbiage, which will give the city much needed funding to replace aging sidewalks.  I encourage each of you to approve this Levy!  It’s important to invest in our community!

· The burn pile is currently closed.  I know this is a very welcome convenience for most of us, however if it continues to be abused, we will have to act.  In the interim, I will install a camera to observe who/what/why is being dumped at the site so we can act appropriately.  Please don’t abuse this service… It’s a great benefit and I’d hate to see it gone.

· The city council is working hard to solve the sewer plant problem, one bite at a time!  We were granted money to start repairing part of it, and the council has approved moving ahead.  There’s light at the end of the tunnel!

· Several businesses in town received COVID-19 grant money for revenue lost during the pandemic.  Thank you to the Federal Government and the State for distributing that to our local level.  
Whew… What a month.  I listened to the governor’s message a few days ago.  He was addressing the COVID-19 Recovery stage we’re in and when we might move forward or backward.  I’m still not quite sure where we’re going, but we’re still limited to meeting with less than 10 people right now, and we’re still meeting remotely (via Zoom) for council meetings.
I, personally …. LOVE the Zoom meetings.  I…literally…can wear pajama pants.  (I put on a nice shirt…. Because I’m classy like that…. )  Enough said.  

I am available!  tekoamayor@gmail.com, (509) 428-9447 cell, (509) 284-2847 home.

See you soon,

Troy  

The City of Tekoa is an equal opportunity employer/provider.
August 11 – Neighbors Watch Mtg.


    10:45 a.m. – Éclair’s


August 19 – City Council Meeting


    7:00 p.m. – City Hall or Zoom


August 18 – Park and Rec. Meeting


    7:00 p.m. – City Hall


August 18 – Senior Pinochle


    1:30 p.m. – Tekoa Comm. Church


August 26 – School Board Meeting


    7:00 p.m. – District Board Room


August 27 – Tekoa Food Bank 


    8:00 a.m. – City Hall


August 31 – Ambulance Board Mtg.


    Cancelled


       


  All meetings are dependent on 


         COVID 19 restrictions.





August 3 – City Council Meeting


     Cancelled


August 5 – Empire Theatre Meeting


     11:30 a.m. – Feeding Station


August 4 – Ambulance Meeting


     Cancelled


August 4 – Senior Pinochle


     1:30 p.m. – Tekoa Comm. Church    


August 4 – Hospital Dist. Meeting


     6:30 p.m. – City Hall  


August 5 – Tekoa Bike Club


     Cancelled


August 5 – Chamber Meeting


     Cancelled


August 11 – HTC 


    10:45 a.m. – Ruhl Park�August 11 – FD #1 Comm. Meeting


     7:00 p.m. – 101 N. Crosby
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