  October 2020 Newsletter          
The City of Tekoa would like to thank Cheri Currier for all the years she spent planting and maintaining the “Welcome to Tekoa” areas.  You will be missed!

                                                   **************************************
Dear Residents of Tekoa and Surrounding Area: Harvest season and summer temperatures have ended, and we look forward with anticipation to next year’s summer season seeing our city parks filled with kids running and playing, and enjoying a swimming pool crowded with splashing, happy kids.

The election ballots arriving soon will have a levy for the Tekoa Parks and Recreation District in the same amount voters approved when it was last on the ballot. 

Please remember to vote November 3rd.

Your past and continued support of Tekoa Parks and Recreation is most sincerely appreciated.

The Tekoa Parks and Recreation District No. 6 Board

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
   The city will be having a planning commission meeting on October 15, 2020, at 6 p.m. in the council chambers.  If you would like to attend remotely via Zoom, please call the office at 284-3861 by Wednesday, October 14, 2020, by 3 p.m. so I can email you the link.  We will have three public hearings at the October 19, 2020, council meeting, the hearings are for the 2021 preliminary budget, the tax levy for 2021 and to update the zoning ordinance.  If you would like to attend the Zoom meeting, please call the office by Friday, October 16, 2020.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

      HEALTHY Tekoa news! October is Medicine Abuse Awareness Month. Please store your current prescriptions too high for young children to reach. Teach your children what medicine and vitamins are and why you must be the one to give it to them. Keep the Poison Help number in your phone: 800-222-1222.

     Dispose of unused prescriptions by bringing them back to a pharmacy or law enforcement agency. Or dispose of them yourself following these steps: a) Remove medicine from original container and mix with coffee grounds, kitty litter or dirt; b) Then seal mixture in bag or container before placing in garbage; c) Scratch out personal information on bottles before placing in garbage.

     The 2020 Tekoa Community Survey is here. We need you to fill it out every year. Be part of positive change. By completing the anonymous online survey, funding will continue for classes, community training, workshops, family nights and much more. Data gathered from the survey helps the HEALTHY Tekoa Coalition make decisions and continue our great programs.  

https://www.research.net/r/WHTEEN2020

     Get connected with HEALTHY Tekoa in person, social-distance style, Tuesday, October 13, at 9 a.m. at City Hall, or join us on Zoom. Email jolson@tekoasd.org for meeting link.
TEKOA LIBRARY HAPPENINGS FOR OCTOBER 2020
     The library is happy to have our doors open!  Thank you to all who have stopped in and for following the COVID rules to help us stay open. Curbside services are still available.  Just call to have items left for you outside the Library.  We’re also happy to browse books and movies for you. 

     STORY-TIME-TO-GO. For pre-school children age 2-5. Alphabet-themed packets with worksheets and activities are available for pick up at the Library. New packets arrive every Thursday.  Call ahead to ensure we have one ready for you. 

     LEGO THE STORY.  Story-and-movie inspired LEGO creations will be on display at the library during October for ages 5-12 to enter their creations.

     TEEN TRIVIA. For teens 7th-12th grades. Drop by the library to answer the weekly trivia question, pick up a treat, and be entered into the month's drawing.

     MONTHLY BOOK CLUB FOR ADULTS.  Call Shelly at the library for details.  Limited space.  284-5657.

Follow the Tekoa Library on FB to stay up on the latest activities.  You can also learn more about all that our Whitman County Libraries have to offer on our website: www.whitco.lib.wa.us. Have a great October!
Message from the Mayor—
     Hello, Tekoa!  I’m writing to you a couple days after Autumn officially arrived.  I can’t believe how quickly the summer came and went… but "the four seasons" is just one of the reasons why I love Tekoa so much.  I’m looking forward to the cooler weather, the changing leaves and the time I get to spend with my family.  The worst part about the fall:  The little mice that used to be in the field want to be warm, and they’re currently trying to move into your home.  Get a big stick!  Ha!

     School is back in session!  If you recall, last year I asked you not to celebrate in front of the children.  It will hurt their feelings.  Ha!  Also, please remember to slow down on our streets here in our beloved community.  Drive like your kids live here, folks.  Because they do.

     Halloween is this month.  What fun for the kiddos!  Mrs. Wilson and I brought the fall decorations out.  I don’t know what Halloween is going to look like this year for trick or treating.  The Wilsons usually have a big get-together with friends and family.  It’s a great time to relax and enjoy each other’s company.  2020/Covid had other plans for all of us, and I don’t know if we’re going to move into the 4th phase of the governor’s re-opening plan.  I’m going to guess, based on the amount of positive cases in Whitman County this last month, that’s not going to happen.  So, we’re still not getting together socially or in the workplace for now.  Hang in there, folks.  We’ll get through this.

What you need to know:

•
The yard waste burn pile will remain open through the end of October.  We close it during the off-season, so it doesn’t become a monster.  As of today, we still cannot burn it, but hopefully the burn ban will lift September 30.  If you want more information, you can find it here:  https://fortress.wa.gov/dnr/protection/firedanger/

•
Tiny Houses:  The Council is still debating this issue and will have a solution soon.  

•
Crime Committee:  Councilwoman Heagy, chair of the committee reported they will perform a community survey October 5 through 9.  If you have comments/questions, please send them to TekoaCrime@gmail.com 

•
Fence Ordinance:  October 8, at 6 p.m., there will be a Public Hearing on Zoom (online).  If you want to attend, please contact Tekoa City Hall, provide your email address, and Kynda will send you an invite to the meeting.  Or, you can go here (This is also the City Council Meeting Zoom URL):

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84865221484

Meeting ID: 848 6522 1484

One tap mobile

+12532158782, 84865221484# US (Tacoma)

Dial by your location

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

Meeting ID: 848 6522 1484

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdYklvDvsx
     I am available.  Tekoamayor@gmail.com.  (509) 428-9447 cell; (509) 284-2847 home.  
See you soon!  Troy
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October 19 – City Council Meeting


     7:00 p.m. - Zoom Meeting


October 20– Park and Rec. Mtg.


   7:00 p.m. – City Hall


October 28– School Board Mtg.


  7:00 p.m. - District Board Room


October 29– Distribute Commodities 


  8:30 a.m. Until food is gone - City Hall





All meetings are dependent on 


COVID 19 restrictions.





	





October 2 - Chamber of Commerce


   7:30 a.m. - City Hall Council Chambers


October 5 – City Council Meeting


   7:00 p.m. – Zoom Meeting


October 6 – Hospital Dist. Mtg.


   6:30 p.m. - Zoom Meeting  


October 6- Ambulance Meeting


   7:00 P.M. – Ambulance Building


October 13– HTC 


   9:00 a.m. – City Hall Council Chambers


October 13 – FD #1 Comm. Mtg.


   7:00 p.m. – 47001 SR 27





All meetings are dependent on


COVID 19 restrictions.














