  SEPTEMBER 2020 NewsletterSept. 8 – Neighbors Watch Mtg.
    10:45 a.m. – Éclair’s
Sept. 15– Park and Rec. Meeting
    7:00 p.m. – City Hall
Sept. 15 – Senior Pinochle
    1:30 p.m. – Tekoa Comm. Church
Sept. 21– City Council Meeting
    7:00 p.m. – City Hall or Zoom
Sept. 24– Tekoa Food Bank 
    8:00 a.m. – City Hall
Sept. 28 – Ambulance Board Mtg.
    As needed
Sept. 30 – School Board Meeting
    7:00 p.m. – District Board Room
     
  All meetings are dependent on 
         COVID 19 restrictions.
Sept. 1 – Empire Theatre Meeting
     11:30 a.m. – Laura McGuigan’s 
Sept. 1 – Ambulance Meeting
     As needed
Sept. 1 – Senior Pinochle
     1:30 p.m. – Tekoa Comm. Church    
Sept. 1 – Hospital Dist. Meeting
     6:30 p.m. – Zoom  
Sept. 2 – Tekoa Bike Club
     8:30 a.m. –Éclair’s
Sept. 4 – Chamber Meeting
     7:30 a.m. – City Hall 
Sept. 7 – City Council Meeting
     Cancelled
Sept. 8 – HTC 
    9:00 a.m. – City Hall
Sept. 8 – FD #1 Comm. Meeting
     7:00 p.m. – 101 N. Crosby
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GARBAGE PICKUP WILL BE THURSDAY, SEPT 10, DUE TO LABOR DAY
BURN BAN
The burn ban for Tekoa started on July 21, 2020. Burning in chimineas is allowed, but all other outdoor burning is banned until further notice.

Tekoa Library Happenings for September: 
The Library is open again and operating during its normal hours.  Here is an overview of what to expect when you come to visit:
· Tekoa has an occupancy of 5 people at a time.
· Properly worn face masks and social distancing are required with alternative services available for those not able to wear face coverings.
Free face masks are available.
· There are two computer stations currently at Tekoa; 15-minute time limit.
· Patrons may browse up to 15 minutes to allow for others to have use of the library.
· Sanitized and strict cleaning procedures are followed throughout the day.
· Curbside service remains available; call 509-284-5657 in advance to discuss pickup options.
· Children ages 9 and under must be accompanied by an adult.
Other library services are on hold or altered until further notice such as public meeting rooms, person-to person assistance, and programming. For more information, contact Whitman County Library at (509) 397-4366; visit the library’s website at www.whitco.lib.wa.us or like us Facebook.
Thank you, everyone, for your encouragement and patience this summer.  It is so good to be open again, and we appreciate the steps you are taking to help us stay open!

HEALTHY Tekoa News: The 2020 Tekoa Community Survey is here. We need you to fill it out every year. Be part of positive change. By completing the anonymous online survey, funding will continue for classes, community training, workshops, family nights and much more. Data gathered from the survey helps the HEALTHY Tekoa Coalition make decisions and continue our great programs.
https://www.research.net/r/WHTEEN2020

Get connected with HEALTHY Tekoa in person social-distance style; Tuesday,
September 8, at 9a.m. at City Hall. Or join us on Zoom. Email jolson@tekoasd.org for meeting link.
September is National Recovery Month and we will have Expressions of Hope in
Chalk on Friday, September 18, downtown by the Tekoa Library from 2-4pm.
Please bring your mask and creativity and be ready to draw, social-distance style!

A Message from the Tekoa Parks and Recreation District No. 6
Dear Residents of Tekoa and the surrounding area,
As harvest season winds down and summer temperatures wane, it is great to look back and remember the fun you had at the park and swimming pool… except during this year.  On top of our unfortunate administrative oversight, Covid-19 pretty much stole our recreational and social activities, so we were all pretty much home-bound for most of spring and summer this year.  With luck we should be swimming next summer!
That said, the November election is right around the corner, and there will be a levy for the Tekoa Parks and Recreation District on the ballot.  It will be the same amount the voters approved when it was last on the ballot.
Please remember to vote in this year’s November election.
Your past and continued support of Tekoa Parks and Recreation is most sincerely appreciated.
The Tekoa Parks and Recreation District No. 6 Board
Fred Wagner, Parks Supervisor
Tekoa Parks and Recreation District #6

Messages from the Mayor~
Hello again, Tekoa!  I hope you are enjoying the summer.  I know I am.  I found a new sunscreen that is made with zinc.  It works incredibly well; however, since zinc is white, it makes me look like a ghost.  Wonderful.  Anyway, if you see a ghost walking around in Tekoa, no worries….. It’s just me!  Ha!
Speaking of summer, WOW it’s HOT out there.  By the way, if you haven’t noticed, harvest is in full swing.  Watch out for those harvest trucks!  I have been all over the place, and I still have to say how much I love seeing the seasons go by in our little slice of heaven.  It is so incredibly unique and special right HERE.  I love it!  
Anyway, we heard some good news this week from the school district:  The school will re-open!  Thanks so much to our school board and the school district for coming up with a plan to keep our children safe at the same time as keeping them engaged in their education.  Great job!
What you need to know:
· The Council would like to remind citizens that your sidewalk needs to be maintained.  If it is overgrown, or un-passable because of “stuff”, or bushes, or trees, or snow on the sidewalk in front of your residence or business, it’s your responsibility to remove the obstructions so the sidewalk can be used.  Let’s be good neighbors!
· The council would like to know your opinion about “Tiny Houses” in Tekoa.  What do you think?  You can send me or any council member a message with your suggestions, ideas or comments on “Tiny Houses” within the city limits.  Our current ordinance only speaks to buildings over 500 square feet.  Tiny houses are typically smaller than that. 
· The city is looking for someone who commutes to Spokane who might be willing to take our weekly water samples to the certifying company up near Becker Chevrolet (downtown Spokane).  If you’re interested, please contact City Hall. 
· Tansy.  Holy cow, the tansy is everywhere in Tekoa, especially on the railroad property through town.  The council and I are working on a solution for next year since it’s turned into such a monster.  It’s even trying to take root in my grape!  Stupid toxic weed. 
· What’s up with all the asphalt stacking up by the burn pile?  Well, folks… That’s not on city property.  It’s a local project for a local business.  In a nutshell, the city isn’t involved with that project.  If you have questions or concerns:  Poe Asphalt.  (509) 334-6400.
· The Crosby/Park Street Project Is Done!  Yaaay!  I walked through with our engineer and with Versatile, the company we hired to do the work.  There are a few “punch list” items that will be completed in the next few weeks that need to be done; however, for the most part, THIS PROJECT IS DONE!  There have been some questions about the oiled gravel on Crosby east of Main St.  That will set up and harden as soon as we’re through this heat wave… Give it some time.
· The yard waste pile opens again on September 1st.  I use it.  So do you!  It’s a good thing.  Let’s work together to take care of it and use it appropriately.  Thank you, Council Members Dave Tysz and John Jaeger, for volunteering to maintain this valuable resource in Tekoa.
I’m available.  Tekoamayor@gmail.com, (509) 428-9447 cell, (509) 284-2847 home.
See you soon,
Troy
 


The City of Tekoa is an equal opportunity employer/provider.
