


City of Tekoa 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday – February 2, 2026 - 6 P.M.
Tekoa City Hall

I.	CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Schulz called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.
	
II. 	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE: Mayor Schulz led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

III.	ROLL CALL:

	MAYOR SCHULZ: Present.
	CM DAN THOMAS: Present.
CM MARGIE JAEGER: Present.
	CM PETE MARTIN: Present.
	CM MIKE HALE: Present.
	CM SHELLY AUSMUS: Absent.	
	CM DAVE TYSZ: Present.
	CM REID SMITH: Present.
	ATTY. HANSON: Absent.

IV.	AGENDA MODIFICATIONS: There were none.

V.	JANUARY 13, 2026, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: CM Hale moved to accept the January 13, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes. CM Martin seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

VI.  	PUBLIC COMMENTS, PUBLIC HEARINGS AND CORRESPONDENCE: 

1. PUBLIC COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: Adam Matthews talked about the harassment ordinance. He said things are escalating on Water Street and tires are being punctured. He is urging the council to purchase a body camera for Mike Bogenreif. 

1. COMMUNITY GROUP UPDATES: There were none.

VII.    	UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

1. UNION CONTRACT: CM Martin reported they have a meeting planned on February12. He said around $10,000 has been expended for the negotiator. He asked the council if they will approve an additional $5,000 to continue negotiations for the city.  CM Thomas asked for an invoice to see what the money was spent for. CM Martin said he doesn’t have anything yet. There was discussion and the council wants to see where they are in the process before they agree to spend more money.  

1. HARRASSMENT ORDINANCE: Atty. Hanson was not in attendance. CM Tysz said that it isn’t just harassment, it is someone terrorizing that neighborhood. After discussion about purchasing a  body cam, Mayor Schulz will call MRSC and if they say it is ok, he will go ahead and order it. The council asked to have the issue on Water Street put on the next agenda. 

1. GOLF COURSE REMODEL: CM Martin said they met about the club house at the golf course and are getting bids for windows and siding. The Port of Whitman might provide a grant.  

1. GOLF COURSE LEASE AGREEMENT: Scott Cocking was in attendance representing the golf course and gave the council financial information. He talked about the benefit of having a golf course. He said the clubhouse is not in good shape and said they don’t have a big budget for repairs. The current golf course lease agreement was presented to the council. Brad Chandler asked questions about the 501C3.  

CM Hale talked about the lease agreement and is concerned the city is paying the golf course expenses because they only pay $50.00/month for their lease. He would like them to pay $100.00/month and they would pay their own water. CM Hale will do a draft and get it to the Mayor. There was discussion about the liability insurance the golf course pays. Steven Thomas talked about fixing the sewer line at the golf course.   

1. WAGE FOR TRAINING CLERK/TREASURER: Clerk/Treasurer Kynda Browning reported  the training wage in the past was $35.00/hour. CM Tysz made a motion to pay Eliza Evans-Teague $35.00/hour to train Browning.  CM Smith seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

1. CM THOMAS ASKED TO ADD THE SECOND PUBLIC COMMENT SECTION TO THE AGENDA AGAIN: CM Thomas asked to have a public comment period at the end of the meeting again. After discussion, CM Hale made a motion to reinstate the second comment period. CM Thomas, CM Smith, CM Hale, CM Tysz and CM Martin voted yes.  CM Jaeger voted no. The motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk123895345]VIII.	NEW BUSINESS:	

A. WATER METER PURCHASE APPROVAL: Steven Thomas talked to the council about purchasing 50 new radio read meters and is asking to approve purchasing them. He thinks there are 169 manual reads still in the ground. CM Jaeger made a motion to approve purchasing 50 meters.  CM Hale seconded the motion. Motion was unanimous. 

B. FINANCE OFFICER APPOINTMENT: CM Martin said they think they should postpone the decision. CM Hale said they need to change their council policies so there isn’t a finance officer. I can change the council policy for the next meeting.

C. CHANGE OF DUMPSTER PROTICAL: Steven Thomas printed off some pictures of the garbage in the dumpster for the last few weeks. CM Hale made a motion to change the policy to only allow the City of Tekoa and the food pantry to use the dumpster. CM Smith seconded the motion. Motion was unanimous.

D. 250th BIRTHDAY OF THE COUNTRY CELEBRATION (PLANNING COMMITTEE): Mayor Schulz said he was contacted about the 250th celebration of the US. He said most people want to have it on Slippery Gulch weekend. He would like the council to think about it. CM Hale would like the Chamber to be involved too.  

E. WIFIBER REQUESTING MONTH TO MONTH RENT: Browning reported Wifiber would like to have a month-to-month lease at the old city shop. Mayor Schulz said either party can give the other party a 60-day notice.  

F. 127 S TRUAX – CHARLES MCCRUM – VARIANCE – LIVE IN TRAILER FOR 6 MONTHS WHILE BUILDING HOUSE:  Charles McCrum asked if they can live in their trailer for 6 months while they build their house. CM Thomas made a motion to approve McCrum’s living in their trailer for 6 months while they build their house. CM Tysz seconded the motion. Motion was unanimous.

The council asked Browning to put the Brown’s, who are living in the trailer on their property, on the agenda for the next meeting.

IX.	ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS:

1. MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Schulz talked about combining the fire department with the fire district. We will ask Donavon to come to a meeting and talk to the council.

The Mayor attended the legislative meeting in Olympia. He talked to Mary Dye and Joe Schmick and they said there is not a lot of money for projects. He talked to someone who is on the public works board about money for projects, and he will reach out to him.  

Mayor Schulz said Latkowski is rehabbing and we need to start thinking in the long term. We might need to get a backup plan. He asked the council to think about this. 

1. STAFF REPORT: Steven Thomas asked the council, when they are talking to residents if there is a snow event, to have residents try to park on the same side of the street. 

1. COUNCIL REPORTS & COMMENTS: 
~CM Martin reported on the sign illustrations – he is working with Melinda to get displays in there. 
~CM Hale said they got the right nozzle for the pumps at the airport. The new fuel pump will be put in this Wednesday.
~CM Jaeger asked about the street projects we are planning to do this year. Steven Thomas said that do 4 blocks and said that it would be about $97,000. He said $50,000 might not do it. He will get three contractors out to give us bids on the streets.  

The council asked that utilization of the community center be put on the next agenda.

X.	APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND CLAIMS: CM Jaeger moved to approve EFT payroll and check No. 18249-18273 in the amount of $55,671.46 for 12/31/25, check No. 18290-18302 in the amount of $28,699.38 for 12/31/25, EFT payroll and checks No. 18275-18289 (including voided check No. 18274) in the amount of $121,870.56 for 1/15/26 and 18303-18335 in the amount of $37,799.05 for 1 30/26. CM Hale seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
	
XIV.	ADJOURNMENT: CM Hale moved to adjourn the meeting.  CM Jaeger seconded the motion.  The council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting. Mayor Schulz adjourned the meeting at 7:52 P.M.

APPROVED:
__________________________________
							Roy Schulz - Mayor 

ATTEST:

_________________________________
Kynda Browning - Clerk/Treasurer  		
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