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The City of Tekoa will have our council meeting on **Tuesday, September 5, and Monday September 18, at 6:00 P.M., in the Tekoa City Hall Council Chambers. You may join in person.
Message from the Mayor— 

Greetings to all. As I write this, I am watching the news about the fires at Medical Lake, Winona, and Elk-Chattaroy. Please, keep those people in your prayers. I presume the residents in those areas thought they were prepared for such an incident, but it proves to us that whatever you think is adequate may not be enough if everybody is not attuned to the same level of commitment. I think this would be a good time to recognize you residents who continue to work at keeping your properties maintained. I know it is not always easy or convenient, but the city and your neighbors thank you. In addition to trying to keep excess vegetation and fuel around the town to a minimum, the city, with COVID money, installed backup generators at the city wells (and our wastewater treatment plant) so that in the case of a power outage, our hydrants would be operable. Hopefully we are never tested, and if anyone has any further suggestions, feel free to let me know. Another thing is if you would like to be included in our emergency alert system, please, let the city hall office know. 
The second week of August I attended an Inland Northwest Partners meeting in Spokane Valley. The speaker was Doug Griffiths who wrote the book Thirteen Ways to Kill Your Community. I had seen him speak several years ago and I understand his presentation was also available to our citizens then. What an eye-opening experience. Mr. Griffiths is passionate about his beliefs and has an incredible wealth of knowledge working with small cities in government and main street situations. I am not going to go into his message now, but the book or presentation are certainly worth the time to either read or watch. The last time I checked, the library had a copy of the book, and we will also try to have some copies available at Tekoa City Hall.
We recently attended a meeting at The Port of Whitman with other representatives from around the county. The Port addressed many topics including housing, economic outlooks, jobs, and unemployment stats. There was much discussion about the Port's role in the county and ways they could be involved in communities and businesses. If anybody has a business or a business idea, feel free to stop by Tekoa City Hall and let us know what your thoughts are. We will see if we can connect you and help you out.
At this writing, the rock at the sewer plant should be ready for demolition. As soon as they remove the rock, the lift station work should proceed. Wish us luck. Skyline Drive has been paved. If you haven't seen it, please go take a look. The Washington and Ramsey Street pavement maintenance projects have been put on hold until next spring. The delay decision was made at the state level, and it will allow us to continue to repair additional weak spots in the streets.  
I really want to encourage citizens to attend our council meetings and to ask questions. There seems to be some misleading numbers and rumors circulating. I will be as accurate as possible when I give information. I know I have touched on this before, but there still seems to be some confusion. The increased sewer rates are NOT for employee wage increases. The monies are being used for present and future sewer projects such as the lift station that we are working on this fall. I know it seems crazy, but the higher burden that we can prove the residents are assuming the better chance of receiving grant funding from government sources. It is how the game is played. This policy was implemented several years ago to prepare for the potential project. There has not been a decision on what the plant will look like. That planning phase should start after the lift station is working.
I really appreciate your time and I certainly hope I haven't added to your confusion.  Summer is ending so enjoy every chance you get to take in our beautiful weather. School is starting soon. Make sure you take the time to attend school events and root the kids on. And now for a bit of a “Whoopsie Doodle”: " The world is moving so fast that the man who says it can't be done is generally interrupted by someone doing it." ~Harry Emerson Fosdick
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Thanks, and we'll talk next month, 
Roy
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Goodbye from Tekoa City Hall 

   We would like to let everyone know that on August 31, 2023, Duane Groom    

    retired from the Public Works Department at the City of Tekoa. Duane 
    started with the city on August 5, 2002. He holds multiple certifications in 
    water and wastewater management. Duane is a great asset and will be 
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    missed.
Tekoa Food PANTRY & Mobile Farm Stand
Tekoa Food Pantry will be distributing commodities on September 28, 2023,
from 8:00-11:00 A.M. **The Mobile Farm Stand will be here on September 7,

from 9:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M., and September 21, from 1-3 P.M.
     HEALTHY Tekoa News!
September is an important month to take some time to recognize National Recovery Month and Suicide Prevention Month: two big topics that we can impact in small ways. It is hard to ask for help. We can ease this hurdle by sharing Messages of Hope to our family members and neighbors. Hope fosters resiliency as we face our daily challenges. Please join us in creating chalk art Messages of Hope on Thursday, September 21, from 3-5 P.M., downtown by the library. Suicide & Crisis Lifeline – Dial 988 (available 24/7)
The 2023 Tekoa Community Survey is here, and it is shorter! We need you to fill it out every year. Paper copies are available at Éclair’s and the library. Be part of positive change! https://bit.ly/TekoaSurvey23
Get connected with HEALTHY Tekoa Tuesday, September 11, at 9 A.M., at Tekoa School District Boardroom or join us on Zoom. Email jolson@tekoasd.org for the meeting link.
Tekoa Library Happenings 
Parents of little ones, please join us for a very special story time as we kick off the fall season with a STEAM Storytime on Thursday, September 14, at 11:45 A.M. Nichole Kopp from Colfax will bring us a very engaging program. Storytime will then continue to meet on Thursdays throughout the school year at our new time of 11:45 A.M. Kids’ Club is also back with our first meeting at noon on Wednesday, September 13. Kids’ Club typically meets once a month, but kids and parents are welcome to drop in during open hours on any other Early Release Days and enjoy the do-it-yourself activities we have on hand. Teen/Tween Days are moving to the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 4:00 P.M. Our next Garden Group is Thursday, September 21, at 6:00 P.M. Crafters Circle is back on Tuesdays from 4:00-5:00 P.M. Bring a project and enjoy time with other crafters. All are welcome. Follow the Tekoa Library on FB page or visit our website: www.whitcolib.org. For more information and questions, call Shelly at the library 509-284-5657.  
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Tekoa Parks & Recreation
Are you passionate about our Tekoa parks and our pool? We are looking for a new board member. We meet on the third Tuesday of each month. If you have any questions, please contact us at tekoaparks@gmail.com.

Whitman County Hospital District
We are still in need of a board member for our local hospital district. The local hospital district cares for the needs of the building, occupied by our local clinic. Meetings are on the first Tuesday of the month and compensation is available for attendance. Please contact Heidi if you have any questions at heidi.wchd4@gmail.com. 
TEKOA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
As fall quicky approaches, the Chamber looks forward to several big events. It is so important that we have input from all our members and ask that you note our monthly meetings on your calendar. Meetings are held the first Friday of every month at 7:30 A.M., at Éclair’s Coffee and Company. We are currently forming committees for fall festivities, Small Business Saturday, and downtown improvements. Please join us and make a positive difference in our little city! Lastly, a big thank you to Homestead General, along with the Tekoa Market and the City of Tekoa for organizing a successful community garage sale.        

Mayor:


Roy Schulz





Council:


Shelly Ausmus


Michael Hale


Pete Martin


Mandy Prince


Angie Rambo


BJ Sperber


Dave Tysz





Clerk/Treasurer:


Eliza Evans-Teague





Deputy Clerk:


DonNell Ellsworth





Maintenance/


Animal Control:


Kevin Turnbough


Steven Thomas





Code Enforcement      Officer:


Mike Bogenreif


509-828-2144


mikebogie


@hotmail.com





Building Inspector:


Steve Haxton


509-981-2157





Office Hours:


8:00 A.M. to


 4:00 P.M.





Council Meetings:


First & Third Monday 


6:00 P.M.


Tekoa City Hall Council Chambers





Phone:


509-284-3861





Fax:


509-284-3590





Email:


tekoaclerk


@gmail.com





Website:


www.tekoawa.com








September 1 - Chamber of Commerce


7:30 A.M. – Éclair’s


September 4 - Ambulance Meeting


6:30 P.M. - Ambulance Building


September 5 – City Council Meeting


6:00 P.M. – City Hall


September 7 - Empire Theatre Board


5:30 P.M. - Empire Theatre


**The Whitman County Hospital District’s September meeting has been cancelled!!�
September 12 - FD #1 Comm. Mtg.


7:00 P.M. – 47001 SR 27


September 18 - City Council Meeting


6:00 P.M. - City Hall


September 19 - Parks and Rec.


7:00 P.M. – City Hall


September 27 - Ambulance Board


7:00 P.M.- Ambulance Bldg.


September 28 - Food Distribution


8:00-11:00 A.M. – City Hall 
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