
  

Tekoa Council Meeting Minutes 1 January 22, 2019 

City of Tekoa 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For January 22, 2019 
    

I. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Troy Wilson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

Council members present at the meeting were Wilson, Bethany Fletcher, John Giudice, 

Alyssa Heagy, Wendy Sienknecht, Carol Sturman, and Dave Tysz. Clerk/Treasurer 

Kynda Browning was also in attendance. Audience attendees were Eric and Wendy 

Bretz, the Fletcher Family, and Bill and Diane Harp. 

   

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Wilson asked those present to join him in the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  

  

III. PROFESSIONAL CONSULTATION: There was none. 

    

IV. COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: Bill Harp was in attendance and asked about 

the maintenance crew only plowing on paved streets. The Mayor told him this is true, 

because if the gravel streets are soft, the plow will dig into the ground.  Bill Harp also 

asked about Frank Keller living on Ted Blaszak’s property. The Mayor said that he is 

allowed to be there, and they are putting a sewer in. Bill Harp said there is a vehicle 

parked near Wilbur Ellis that is partially blocking the alley, talked about moving the 

equipment from the arena and thinks we should pay to increase the amount of time the 

sheriff is in town. 

 

 John Giudice asked if the policy concerning not plowing gravel roads is a new policy.  

He said he is getting calls about it. The Mayor will talk to the maintenance crew. 

 

V.   CORRESPONDENCE: There was none. 

  

VI. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

 A. EMPIRE THEATRE USE OF COMMUNITY CENTER: This is postponed for 

now. 

  

 B. HEATER FOR CITY HALL: Mayor Wilson said we received three bids from 

Nolan, Sturm and Ackerman. His recommendation is to purchase the heat pump that goes 

to 13 below zero from Ackerman, because it is the lowest price. John Giudice checked on 

the self-install heat pump units and gave the council information. Alyssa Heagy made a 

motion to purchase the 13 below zero heat pump from Ackerman for $13,811.69.  Dave 

Tysz seconded the motion; all were in favor.  

 

 C. BRETZ BUILDING: Steve Haxton was in attendance to talk to the council about the 

Bretz building. He met with the Bretzes concerning the plan and a timeline for the 

building. There was discussion about the steel beam on the corner. Wendy Sienknecht 
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asked if he has seen any improvements this month. Steve Haxton said he hasn’t seen any 

change.  Dave Tysz asked what they can do to enforce it.  Mayor Wilson said if the top 

floor isn’t down by the February meeting, we will have to take action on it. There was 

discussion.  

 

 D.  SIX-YEAR TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PUBLIC HEARING: 

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing.  The council reviewed the proposed six-year 

transportation improvement plan. Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing.  Resolution 

No. 19-01 was presented, adopting the six-year transportation improvement plan. John 

Giudice made a motion to approve Resolution No. 19-01 as presented.  Alyssa Heagy 

seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.   

   

VII. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 A. INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT FOR SMALL WORKS ROSTER: An updated 

interlocal agreement for the small works roster, adding Spokane County Fire District No. 

12 and the Town of Spangle, was presented to the council for approval. John Giudice 

made a motion to approve the interlocal agreement as presented. Carol Sturman seconded 

the motion; all council members voted yes. 

  

 B. EXPRESS BILL PAY INFORMATION: Browning found a company that may be 

free for this service.  She will get more information and report on it. 

 

 C. AIRPORT FUEL STATION: Browning explained the bid we received to update the 

card reader is $17,814.96.  We will discuss it at the February meeting.   

 

 D.  CASCADE COMPUTING FIBER HIGH SPEED INTERNET PROPOSAL AT 

AIRPORT: Mayor Wilson was contacted by Marcus Munn from Cascade Computer. He 

would like to provide high speed internet to Wilbur Ellis, Stateline and Seeds, so they are 

asking for hut space out at the airport. In exchange for the space, they are willing to offer 

free service for the City of Tekoa for the gas pump. Wendy Sienknecht said she wants us 

to make money from them, and not give it to them for free. There was discussion.  

 

 E.  AUDIT EXIT INTERVIEW: Browning told the council we will be meeting with the 

auditors for the exit interview tomorrow. It was explained that Browning was changed 

back to hourly by John Jaeger, and Mayor Wilson said it was never approved by the 

council.  After discussion, John Giudice made a motion to put Kynda Browning back on 

salary. Bethany Fletcher seconded the motion; all council members voted yes, except 

Wendy Sienknecht abstained from voting. 

 

 F.  WAGES FOR EMPLOYEES MAKING UNDER $12.00 PER HOUR: After 

discussion, Carol Sturman made a motion to pay Jerry Heitt and Barbara Huff $12.00 an 

hour for cleaning the rest area, up to 7 hours a month. Alyssa Heagy seconded the 

motion; all council members voted yes, except Dave Tysz and Wendy Sienknecht voted 

no.  
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 G.  MAYOR PRO-TEM: John Giudice made a motion to appoint Dave Tysz as the 

Mayor Pro-tem for the next six months. Wendy Sienknecht seconded the motion; all 

council members voted yes. 

 

 H.  COMPARISON FOR COMMUNITY CENTER RENTAL: Wendy Sienknecht 

prepared a list of communities and their charge for their community center.  She would 

like to have a committee to come up with a fair fee for our community center rental. It 

was decided to have Wendy Sienknecht chair the committee along with Bethany Fletcher 

and Alyssa Heagy. They will come back next month with information.  

 

VIII. REPORTS: 

 

A.  MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Wilson said he doesn’t have report. 

 

B.  CLERK/TREASURER REPORT: Browning did not have a report. 

 

 C.  COUNCIL REPORTS: Carol Sturman said it is muddy by the recycling bin.  Mayor 

Wilson said he will talk to the maintenance crew about fixing it.  

 

 John Giudice said he met with Bill Tensfeld about Emergency Management for Whitman 

County, and they are in the process of trying to get a grant.  He will notify him when they 

get more information. 

 

 D.  COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Eric and Wendy Bretz said they met 

with Steve Haxton about the building and said he will put together a plan. Mayor Wilson 

told him that we discussed it, and they need to have the top part of the building off by the 

February 19, 2019, council meeting, and if it is not done, the city will take action.  Mrs. 

Bretz talked about the plan they have with Steve Haxton. Carol Sturman said this is not a 

new problem, and we keep giving extensions. Dave Tysz said if they work on it, and 

when the 19th comes around, we can discuss it then. There was discussion. John Giudice 

read the minutes from the December 17, 2019, meeting for clarification.  Mayor Wilson 

said the council indicated that if they come to the February meeting, and they have made 

significant progress, they can discuss it, but the city will get a contractor in place in case 

the work is not done to the satisfaction of the council.   

 

IX. CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

A. MEETING MINUTES: Carol Sturman made a motion to approve the December 17, 

2018, minutes as presented. Alyssa Heagy seconded the motion; all council members 

voted yes. 

 

 B. APPROVE BILLS FOR PAYMENT: Carol Sturman made a motion to pay payroll 

warrants 13833 through 13842 and EFT payroll warrants in the amount of $17,364.03 for 

December 31, 2018, and warrant number 13843 through 13869 and EFT warrants in the 

amount of $42,799.43 for December 31, 2018 and EFT payroll warrants in the amount of 

$7,512.62 for January 15, 2019, and warrant number 13870 through 13888 in the amount 
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of $99,214.40 for January 15, 2019, as presented. Alyssa Heagy seconded the motion; all 

council members voted yes.   

 

X. ADJOURNMENT: Carol Sturman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:57 p.m.   

            Alyssa Heagy seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

    

                 APPROVED: 

 

       ________________________________ 

      Troy Wilson – Mayor   

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

Kynda Browning – Clerk/Treasurer 

 

 

 

 


